C u t l a s s

Summer 2 0 0 9

Young Adult 
May 9 - May 23rd
High School

July 11 – 25th
[image: image1.png]



“A discipleship program for Young Adults and High School students to discover how their gifts and talents can be used in the world for ministry through Service to Others and intentional Bible studies”

Dear Cutlass Applicants,

With great excitement Bahamas Methodist Habitat offers for the second year, an amazing opportunity to put you to the ultimate test with the end result being a greater faith in God and in you. The goal of Cutlass is to challenge you physically, emotionally and spiritually in order to help you discover your individual life’s ministries and to help deepen your faith in Christ and in God our Creator. We accomplish our goal by providing an inner-cultural experience for Young Adults (19-25 yrs.) and High School students (16-18 yrs.).  Our two separate two-week long programs will consist of interactive Bible Studies, Ministry Outreach and Service to Bahamian families and communities.  Students participating in the program will be asked to devote themselves fully to the program through active participation. Please read through this packet and if you feel God calling you to participate in this program, complete and return your Application by April 25th with your first deposit. We know that this will be a life changing experience for all involved and hope that you will join us.

Peace and Love.

Abraham McIntyre, BMH Director

Emily Bagwell, Cutlass Coordinator
Cutlass Components:

· Service – Serving others through manual labor on BMH Work Sites in the Community and  around Camp Symonette. This will all be Physical Work

· Outreach - Visiting/Ministering to Community

· Prayer - Intentional time in prayer as with the Cutlass Group
· Bible Study - In depth Biblical and Theological studies with small groups and discussions

· Prayer Partners – Will meet three times a week with one partner

· Challenges - Surprises that often force you out of your comfort zones to experience your faith in new ways

· Adventure - Excursion trips throughout beautiful island of Eleuthera

· Worship - With local congregations  and as Cutlass Group

· Journaling – Recording your personal experiences with God 

· Exercise - Balance of Physical and Emotional Health

· Youth Group Leadership - Participate in local Youth Meetings

Summer 2009 Dates:

Young Adult Cutlass


May 9 - May 23th 
High School Cutlass


July 11 – 25th 
Important Dates:

Application Available 


February 13th, 2009

Application Due



April 25th, 2009 
Cutlass Response



April 26th, 2009

Review all components of this packet, fill out the application, and send it to the enclosed address with a refundable deposit of $200.

If you feel Cutlass is the place for you to be this summer, we want to help make that happen for all individuals. We also realize that family budgets are much leaner this year and do not want our cost to be prohibitive. We recommend you raise financial support for your trip to. You can see our attached Fundraising Ideas at the bottom of the Application, which can help alleviate some of the financial burden. Feel free to contact us if you have specific questions about fundraising.
Things you need to know:

· You will expected to fully participate in physical labor and daily exercise though no previous skill level is required…be open to learning.

· You must be present for the entirety of the dates mentioned. 

· Cutlass Program Fees cover: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinners, Lodging, On-Island Transportation, Building Materials, Cutlass Leadership, T-shirt and Excursions.

· You are responsible for your own Air-fare. (See “Camp Symonette” for flight details) 
· BMH is open to all people from all walks of life; this is not just for Methodists. We hope to have a variety of countries represented through participation in the program.
· Return your application as soon as possible so we can begin our communication with you.
Leadership:
Young Adult: Thomas and Leslie Martin from Atlanta, Georgia.

High School: Allison and Joel Vandenbergh from Lexington, Kentucky. 
(Visit Cutlass home page for bios and more information about your 2009 Cutlass leadership)

APPLICATION GUIDELINES
Questions can be answered in this packet or at www.MethodistHabitat.org. 
If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact us:
Emily Bagwell, Cutlass Coordinator

From the USA # : 615-469-7974            Bahamas # : 1-242-335-6210

MethodistHabitat@gmail.com

1. Complete and mail in your Application Form with your first deposit and BOTH references (see form in packet) and return by April 25th 2009,
2. Read the Expectations, Rules, and Regulations and sign your understanding on the Application Form.

3. Make a copy of everything you send to BMH and keep for your files.

4. Send Application and Deposit in as soon as possible to:
*International participants:
Bahamas Methodist Habitat-GHB

Agape Flights-Acct. #18693

100 Airport Avenue

Venice, FL 34285 

(Agape Flights is a ministry that brings us our supplies and mail weekly.)
*Bahamas Participants:

The Bahamas Conference of The Methodist Church
P.O. SS-5103
Baltic Ave, Nassau, Bahamas
Tel: (242) 393-3726 or 393-2355
Payment Information
	Program
	Deposit w/ App.

April 25th
	1st Payment May 1st 
	2nd Payment June 1st 
	Upon Arrival
	Total per Participant

	Young Adult Cutlass
	$200**
	$200*
	
	$300*
	$700

	High School Cutlass
	$200**
	$200*
	$200*
	$100*
	$700


Your fees will be used to pay for building materials, housing, meals, on-island transportation and administrative expenses. 
*Non-refundable.   **If not permitted to participate in Cutlass, your deposit will be refunded.
BMH Cutlass Application 2009
Applicant Name ____________________________________________________________________
Contact Address ___________________________________________________________________

(Street or box number)

(City)




(State)


               (Zip)

Phone (_______)________________

Cell (_______)____________________
Email Address _____________________________________________________________________
Age ____________
  Cutlass Program (Circle one)       College         High School
Birthday________________        T-shirt size__________      
Hobbies___________________________________________________________________________ 
Church Association_________________________________________________________________
Reflection Questions:

(Please respond in a one page Word document to the following questions)

          1. Why do you want to attend Cutlass? (use space provided) 
          2. What is one thing you would like to do/learn through this program? 

Application Checklist:
___  $200 (refundable) deposit.

___  I have read all contents of the package and agree to all terms.

___  I possess a Passport (if coming from outside the Bahamas), if not please specify when 

you will have it. Date: _________________ 

___  Two Reference Forms

___  One page response to the Reflection Questions

Signed  _________________________________  Date______________________
Suggested Packing List
Medical Documents

Personal Prescription Drugs

Flashlight or Head Lamp

Bible

NEW Journal of choice

Camera, Batteries, Charger, USB cord to share with others (optional)

Swimsuit (one piece for girls, no speedos for boys)

One Beach Towel

One Bath Towel

One set of Twin Sheets

One NEW pillow (you will leave this at camp when you leave)

Underwear/Undergarments

Socks

Slippers/flip-flops

Chacos/Teva/All Terrain Sandal with Back strap

Work Shoes

Tennis shoes (for workouts)

Pajamas

Battery operated Alarm Clock with extra batteries

Casual Clothes/shoes for evening activities (long pants protect from bugs)

Church Clothes (Below the knee dress or skirt for girls, slacks and nice shirt for guys)

Work Clothes 

Work Gloves, Hat and Bandana

Soap

Shampoo

Sunscreen (2)

Bug spray (2)

Anti-itch cream

Small personal Fan

Rain jacket

Do not Bring: 

Excessive Hair products

Scented Lotions

Air mattresses

Perfume/cologne

Electrical items such as hair dryers

Laptops

DVD player

Electronic game devices

BMH CUTLASS 2009

REFERENCE FORM

This form should be filled out by the Reference and sent in with the Application of the Cutlass Participant.

Cutlass Applicant’s name ​__________________ Relationship to Applicant __________________

      (No immediate family members please.)

Reference name ___________________________________________________________
3 Positive Characteristics of the Applicant:

1. _____________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________

Explain one needed area of improvement for the Applicant:
1._____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Explain why you feel this applicant can/cannot work well with a team or in a group?
______________________________________________________________________

Share one pleasant story or situation you have had with this applicant:
______________________________________________________________________ 
Reference Contact Information:
Phone_________________________ Cell_____________________________

Reference Signature___________________________ Date _________________

Expectations, Rules and Regulations
Bahamas Methodist Habitat is a disaster relief and home repair service and all activities and energies should be focused to this end.  You have made a commitment to BMH, and on the basis of that commitment we have committed to the housing needs in the Bahamas.  We expect all volunteers to participate fully in each aspect of the BMH experience. 

These Expectations, Rules and Regulations apply to all BMH volunteers.

· BMH staff has overall responsibility for all activities. Directions given by the staff are to be strictly observed.
· Adult leaders are responsible for the safety and conduct of their youth volunteers at all times (at center, worksite, or community) while your group participates with BMH. 
· Everyone is expected to act responsibly the entire time they are in the BMH community.  Since you will all be coming from outside the region, you will be an obvious presence in affiliation with BMH.  There might be times when you need to modify your lifestyle or habits so as not to be offensive to the community as well as being a good representative of BMH.  Take your cues from the staff.   
· Please use tools, supplies, materials and other resources responsibly and for their intended home repair purposes.  Always keep the safety of others a priority, as well as being sensitive to the family you are serving.  If a family requests that you stop an activity, please respect their wishes.  
· Possession or use of illegal drugs or alcohol is strictly forbidden!  Violators will be asked to return home immediately at their group’s expense. 
· The center staff will inform you of any specific center or community guidelines upon your arrival.
· Smoking or use of tobacco products is prohibited at any BMH facility or work site due to sensitivity and potential fire hazard.  Underage youth are not permitted to smoke anywhere!
· Females are not permitted at any time in the males’ sleeping area.  Males are not permitted in the females’ sleeping area, at any time.  
· A strict 10:00p.m. quiet time and 10:30p.m. “lights-out” rule applies to all volunteers. 
· Center attire-Discretion in clothing must be used at the center and in the community.  Shirts must be worn at all times.  When leaving the center grounds, modest shorts and T-shirts will be acceptable attire.  Halter, spaghetti strap and strapless tops, sports bras worn as an outer garment, spandex clothing, bike pants, or shirts and hats expressing alcohol/beer slogans and obscenities are not acceptable.
· Work attire- Shirts, long pants (light cotton, scrubs, jeans) and sturdy shoes (work boots are preferred) must be worn at all times at the work site.  Sweat pants, shorts, ripped pants, half shirts, sleeveless shirts, sports bras, tank-tops and halter tops are not acceptable. 
· Because you are visiting an unfamiliar community, please always go from place to place in a group of three or more people.  Never travel alone.  
· All volunteers (youth and adult) are expected to participate fully in the programs of BMH, including meals, chores, meetings, evening gatherings and special events.  To keep the center functioning smoothly, volunteers will be asked to assist in center clean up, tool and supply organization, after meal clean up, loading/unloading of building materials.
· To ensure sensitivity to families we serve, taping with video equipment is strictly prohibited.  
· The use of audio equipment should be limited at the work site.  Audio equipment can be used if it is approved by the homeowner, non disruptive to the neighbors, and appropriate in content.  
· Fire arms, air rifles, BB guns, any kind of weaponry (or replicas) or fireworks are not permitted.
· Working hours are from 8:30am- 4:30pm Monday - Thursday.  There will be sight seeing and recreational activities on Friday, or your last full day on the island. This is to ensure the best possible experience for you, the staff and the families we serve.
· We expect lunch to be eaten at the worksite.  You may bring extra sandwiches to share with    family members.  (Some individuals will go out of their way to make you feel appreciated- even overextending themselves) If a family member insists on showing their appreciation by preparing lunch, accept their offer. If you have any questions or concerns- please check with the staff.  

· Audio equipment use at the center will be at the discretion of the staff. 

· BMH does not condone or tolerate sexual harassment or abuse of any kind and will take measures to reconcile the situation. 

Cutlass Covenant:
A covenant is a promise between two parties. BMH promises to facilitate the Cutlass Program as a Discipleship/Service opportunity.  Our responsibility will be providing a center facility, staff, and all the details that go into making a service program successful.  We will do our best to help ensure safe working and living conditions. We also covenant to work with the students in making this program valid and a meaningful part of their faith and life journey. Cutlass Students are asked to enter into a covenant with BMH. Because communal living and cooperative working require agreements in behavior and expectations, students are asked to read, understand, respect, and abide by the stated Expectations, Rules, and Regulations of BMH found in this packet. Be sure to sign below to enter into covenant with BMH and the Cutlass Program.

Signed__________________________________   Date_____________________

Fundraising Ideas

· Write letters of Support for prayer and financial gifts to family members and church members.
· Ask your church to help sponsor your experience in Cutlass.

· Bake Sale

· Yard Sale

· Pick up extra chores or small jobs for church members.

· Host a Dinner night at your church or home with a Bahamian theme.

· See the website below for more fundraising ideas.
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